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Role of the NLO:

So why is this important?
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As the professional association for dentists and 
dental specialists, NZDA has been advocating 
on behalf of dental professionals and members 
of the public, since it was first established in 
1905.

We are united in helping the public make 
informed choices about their dental care. 
Delivering accessible dental disease prevention 
and in delivering information on promoting oral 
health through disease prevention and treatment 
to individuals and communities.

Member of the NZDA become part of our trusted 
and professional support network, opening up 
access to a wealth of resources designed to help 
in professional practice.

Supporting nearly 3,000 members, at NZDA we 
are committed to making our members' voices 
heard through considered and trusted 
representation to government, media and the 
public.

Overview
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Vision         Supporting dentists to improve the oral health of New Zealand 
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NZDA Mission

The NZDA are the chosen advocates 
for dentists and dental specialists 
nationwide, offering professional 
development, knowledge sharing 
and trusted representation that sets 
the benchmark for accessible, 
prevention and treatment in our 
communities.
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1. To enhance communication between Members of the Association and convene meetings of the 
Membership and the dental profession

2. To provide Members with services that enhance collegiality and better patient and practice 
management and clinical care

3. To enhance dental knowledge and maintain a periodical journal which shall be known as the New 
Zealand Dental Journal

4. To foster and promote opportunities for continuing professional development

5. To provide grants for the promotion of dental and allied sciences, and the dental welfare of the 
public

6. To support dental and oral health research in New Zealand and disseminate evidence-based 
information to the public relating to dentistry, and particularly relating to prevention and the dental 
welfare of the public 

7. To maintain and enforce, when required, the Association's Rules, charters and other policies and 
procedures, a Code of Ethics, Clinical Governance Documents, and a system of Peer Review 

8. To actively monitor and evaluate legislation impacting the practice of dentistry

9. To advocate on behalf of Members and the public for the improvement of oral health in New Zealand

Purposes
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What We Do
Advocacy & Dental 

Policy

Local Branch & 
Affiliated Societies 

Support

Clinical 
Governance 
Resources

Marketing & 
Communications 

Annual Conference 
& Expo

Education, Courses 
& Webinars Indemnity Services

Wellbeing & 
Benevolent 

Services

Surveys & Sector 
Analytics 

Employment Fair & 
Job Classifieds

Legal & HR 
Support

Exclusive Member 
Discounts

Practice 
Management 

Resources

OHP Projects, 
Resources & 
Campaigns

Vocational 
Training

Dental Research 
Grants

Patient Complaints 
Liaison & Peer 

Review

Print & Digital 
Publications

Patient Resources 
& Information

Students & Young 
Dentist Services

NZDA House 
Venue Hire

NZDA Oral History 
Project & Museum

NZDA Seal of 
Approval Scheme

Stakeholder 
Engagement & 

Leadership

Consulting & 
Development 

Services
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Structure
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Governance
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Staff
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NZDA President (Chair)

NZDA President-Elect (FDI NLO)

NZDA Chief Executive 

International Affairs 
Committee
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The Association President & Committee Chair is responsible for:
Committee
• Run Committee Meetings
• Write Report to the Board
FDI Parliament & Activities 
• Lead Delegation to FDI Parliament & Congress
• Act as the Voting Member for the Association 
• Promote FDI Initiatives to NZDA Staff & Members 

The President-Elect / FDI NLO is responsible for:
Committee
• Participate in Committee Meetings
FDI Parliament & Activities
• Produce the FDI NLO Report 
• Participate in the FDI NLO Forum 
• Liaise with NZDA Staff to Produce NDA Feedback on Draft Policies
• Write Article to the Membership in the Association Magazine
• Promote FDI Initiatives to NZDA Staff & Members

International Affairs 
Committee
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Our new NLO

Dr Ellen Clark 

General Dentist and Community Dentistry 
Specialist.
And President Elect of NZDA.
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NZDA NLO
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NZDA Spokesperson – Nutrition and Oral Health
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NZDA Oral Health Promotion – Anishma Ram
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For the 
Common 

Good
https://roadmap.nzda.org.nz/
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The NLO - Acts as a conduit between national 
dental associations and FDI, shaping global 
policy with local insight.

The NLO - Ensures ethical alignment and best 
practice through regular, transparent 
communication with FDI and the NDA and its 
members.

And so…

Through collaboration the NLO helps to 
advance FDI’s vision of “optimal oral health for 
all”.

Importance of NLO
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Ngā Mihi Nui.

Thank you.
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