Incorporating Sustainability into Oral
Health Systems:
A complex systems approach

Background

e High burden of oral diseases, with
low access to services and strong
inequities in both.

e High consumption of natural
resources, with the production of
high volumes of waste, emissions
and pollution.

Why is this important?

e Climate change is the most
important issue of our time, with
the potential for massive harm to
human and planetary health.

e CC will impact on oral health
systems globally. This will require
new knowledge and skills that we
are unprepared for.

Reduced fiscal headroom
for public oral healthcare
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Embedding
sustainability into oral
health systems is urgent,
and requires a complex
systems approach across
education, policy and
practice.

Education

e Oral health workers require a
combination of domain specific and
cross cutting knowledge, plus
practical skills and competencies.
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e Primary route for this is incorporation
into all undergraduate programmes.
However, postgraduate and continuing
education will be required to enable
life-long learning.
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